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The Wrangell Mountains Center fosters understanding, appreciation, and 
stewardship of wildlands and mountain culture in Alaska through scientific 

and artistic inquiry in the Wrangell Mountains.

Almost Home 
by Jeremy Pataky 
 For well over thirty years, the WMC has been headquartered in a century-
old building in McCarthy, Alaska called the Old Hardware Store. Our activities have 
increased significantly in the last few years, as have our demands for space. A year and a 
half  ago, we launched a capital campaign with the goal of  raising $250,000 to expand our 
campus by establishing Porphyry Place: The LaChapelle-Hunt Educational Homesite. 
The campaign will end on December 31, 2011. 
 The support has been amazing. We have raised $203,000—over 80% of  our 
goal—in a relatively short time span with a limited staff. Our list of  donors is diverse, 
and reflects both an upwelling of  local and regional support as well as support from 
statewide and national levels. Our fundraising success thus far represents an investment 
in our mission to foster understanding, appreciation, and stewardship of  wildlands 
and mountain culture in Alaska through scientific and artistic inquiry in the Wrangell 
Mountains, and also testifies to the strong community of  peers and friends loyal to the 
memory of  Ed LaChapelle as well as his partner, Meg Hunt. In the remainder of  the year, 
we hope to cross the finish line having raised the full goal, which will allow us not only to 
buy the property, but to prepare the new facilities for our use. As ever, we are accepting 

University of  the Wrangells 
by Shawn Olson
 July 30, 2011. Shrouding mists and drizzle obscure our view of  alpine meadows 
we travel through all day. Despite the dreary conditions, our students are in high spirits. 
We all are eager to behold the upper East Fork Valley, a seldom-visited tributary of  the 
McCarthy Creek basin. Tales of  crazily-twisted limestone layers, fossils, and a fairy-tale 
valley have enchanted us for weeks. My co-instructor, Nabil Kashyap, and I navigate with 

map and compass, occasionally checking our position with 
the GPS mainly used for scientific data collection. So far, 
we are dead on. We should arrive by nightfall, if  all goes 
as planned. Of  the many teachings that may be gleaned 
from the Wrangells, the virtues of  patience and flexibility 
are perhaps among the most poignant. Rigid expectations 
don’t get you far in this wild country.
 Our group has been traveling together in the backcountry 
for almost three weeks. In just a few days we’ll return to 
McCarthy, where the students will wrap up their final week 
of  the seven-week Alaska Wildlands Studies program. 

AWS continues on page 3
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FLUE MOVES EAST WITH
RELOCATION OF GREAT ROOM
WOODSTOVE
PATCH ROOF TO MATCH
EXISTINGPROVIDE NEW CORRUGATED METAL ROOF

general
MERCHANDISE

NEW WINDOW

g r o c e r i e s
& m e a t

hardware

r.h.l. marshall

SCALE: 1/4"   =    1'-0"1 NORTH ELEVATION

SCALE: 1/4"   =    1'-0"2 WEST ELEVATION

North & West Elevation

1 Carefully remove window and door trim with intent to reinstall.  Label each piece
to ensure it remains with the door or window it belongs to.

2 Carefully remove window sashes and label appropriately. Reglaze windows as
required and either prime and paint with selected color or a clear UV protective
finish such as Polar Seal.

3 Carefully remove horizontal siding with intent to reinstall.  Ensure siding is
stickered and stored under adequate cover during rehabilitation efforts.

4 Install electrical wiring as required for rehabilitation improvements.

5 Install structural fasteners as required.  See structural design drawings.

6 Add fire blocking in each stud cavity at second floor joists prior to insulation
efforts.

7 Insulate wall cavities from exterior.

8 Follow structural improvements noted in structural design drawings.

9 Add Vaproshield air barrier to exterior face of plywood sheathing.

10 Reinstall horizontal siding, replacing damaged or deteriorated material in-kind
matching species and profile.

West Elevation

11 Research period appropriate light fixture at corner door and reinstall.

12 Replace deteriorated top plate at top of false front.  Install Grace Ice and Water
Shield over top plate and install new parapet cap of brown treated lumber.  Paint
to match existing.

13 Add one course of Grace Ice and Water Shield at base of wall.

14 Construct new stairs at each entry which comply with current code.

%&''()*+('%

Porphyry continues on page 9



 With snow on the 
ground and another season 
under wraps, an off-hand 
comment that board member 
and hydrologist Barry Hecht 
made this summer at dinner, 
one night, comes to mind. 
We sat outside in front of  
the Hardware Store in one 
particular genre of  sunlight 
unique to Alaskan summer eves. The table 
was decked with delicious and healthy food–
organic and heavy on the home-grown side by 
that time of  year–along with more than twenty 
students, instructors, and staff  members. Barry 
simply mentioned that he remembers the days 
when the WMC wasn’t growing much more 
than greens and carrots. Undoubtedly they 
were some good greens and carrots, but now 
we grow many colors of  vegetables, rhubarb 
herbs, and flowers; we have starts inside early 
in the spring, and are busy harvesting, canning, 
and preserving food into the fall. 
 I’m sure Barry’s pre-salad-with-lots-
of-garden-fixins-even-edible-flowers/veggie-
stir-fry-over-quinoa/homemade-bread-and-
dessert comment was meant as a tribute and 
thanks to the staff, volunteers, and students 
who’d grown, harvested, and cooked the food 
we were about to eat. I think it also spoke to 
the confluence of  forces and events that had 
placed us all in that spot together, with a good 
day’s worth of  learning under our belts. 
 Barry’s comment came to mind later 
in September, too, as we finished off  the last 
bucket of  kim chee that Joe and Allison made 
with WMC veggies. There’s no doubt that 
many people over many years have contributed 
to our gardens and recipes. These efforts are 
part of  our operational foundation: what do 
we eat? What do our students eat? What is 
our model for action? Our answers to these 
questions becomes more and more compatible 
with our desire to practice and demonstrate 
sustainability to the greatest extent possible.
 I can’t help but think that the growing 
diversity of  our increasingly locally-sourced 
diet at the WMC is a reflection of  the growing 
diversity of  our programing and service to the 
community. As time passes, we grow more 
produce, more programs, and more impact. 

At one time, the WMC’s main 
raison d’être was the college 
program; the seeds that 
germinated into that program 
spread into neighboring 
beds in gardens throughout 
McCarthy, Alaska, and the 
country.
 It is exciting to look 
forward to having enough 
space to allow that positive 

growth to continue. Our imminent expansion 
into Porphyry Place comes from the same logic 
that made the garden, and then the gardens, 
more and more integral, over the years, to both 
our program support and our educational 
endeavors. And along with gardening came 
composting, and with good harvests came 
the opportunity to preserve more food to 
eat each spring during planting season. This 
year we were able to offer You-Picks to the 
community on Fridays. With the new facilities 
at Porphyry Place, we aim to add wildcrafting 
and food preserving workshops to our roster, 
as well as more regular hands-on gardening 
and composting workshops.  
 The support during this period of  
fundraising has been tremendous. Having 
raised over 80% of  our goal as of  this writing, 
we are working to finish the capital campaign 
by the end of  December. By springtime we will 
have not just the Old Hardware Store to open 
up, but a whole lot more. As our programing 
grows along with the fruits (and veggies) of  
our labor, I look forward to the continuing 
and parallel trend behind the scenes in the 
administrative “garden” at the WMC. We’re 
pulling weeds, watering in the evening, and 
saving our seeds for spring. We have new 
energy in our board, some top-rate compost 
to mix into the soil, a growing staff, and 
steadfast and committed volunteers making it 
all happen. It will take time to fully phase in all 
of  the new campus, but we are quite excited 
to sow all the seeds of  your support in our 
various raised beds come spring. 
 I can almost smell the hot tomato 
air of  the greenhouse, and I can almost hear 
the din of  twenty-some hungry students and 
teachers quieting down together at a table set 
for dinner in the golden summer light. ∞  
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They will leave with 18 college credits in upper-division 
environmental field studies, and expertise in the hard skills 
of  backcountry living and travel. 
 They will also leave with something less tangible—I 
know this because it happened to me when I was a student 
myself  in 2003. It is something that keeps happening to 
me, each time I come to the Wrangell Mountains. Though 
hard to define, perhaps it is the opportunity to be wholly 
touched, to feel a renewed capacity for wonder and beauty. 
 After hours of  walking blindly through heavy fog, 
we round the bend and begin walking up what we believe 
to be the upper East Fork Valley. We are drenched. We 
haven’t seen more than a hundred feet ahead of  us all day. 
We walk up, up, up through the valley. “Look! Over there!” 
shouts one of  the students, and we all break into wide grins. 
Ahead, just visible through parting fog, looms a geologic 
marvel. An enormous limestone fault is exposed in a small 
gorge, a beautiful example of  the Chitistone and Nizina 
layers we’ve been studying. The layers are a mind-boggling 
array of  folds and twists. We are completely enthralled, 
and this is but 
the first of  many 
exposures we 
will behold. The 
students focusing 
on geology break 
out the geologic 
quadrangles. The 
artistic students 
start sketching. One student who studies paleontology 
excitedly hunts for fossils. 
 Nabil and I simply sit and take it in. This is the best 
kind of  learning—the kind you can feel in your bones, the 
kind that grips you. The Wrangells are a living, wondrous, 
interactive classroom where the lessons go deeper than 
academics. ∞

AWS continued from page 1

Alaskans Pick, Click, Give to the WMC!  
 The Wrangell Mountains Center joined the 
Permanent Fund Dividend Charitable Contributions 
Program in 2009. The Alaska Legislature passed a law 
making this new way to give possible for all  Alaskans 
filing on-line for their PFD. The WMC will receive 
$2,675 through the program this year. Thanks very 
much to the donors who contributed a portion of  their 
PFD checks to the Center, and to those who make it 
possible for Alaskans to give back to the nonprofit sector 
so conveniently. Please remember the Wrangell Mountains 
Center when filing time comes around again this year. If  you did 
not designate a portion of  your dividend this year and 
would like to give a secure, online donation, please visit 
our website. ∞

One Hundred More Hardware Store Years
by Jeremy Pataky & Mike Loso
 2011 marked the centennial anniversary of  the 
Hardware Store’s construction, and we are pleased to 
report on measures taken to help it stand for another 
century. On September 30, 2010, the Wrangell Mountains 
Center (WMC) commenced predevelopment work on the 
Old Hardware Store (HWS) through a grant from the State 
Historic Preservation Office. Our goal was to develop 
plans for a comprehensive, ground-up rehabilitation 
for the building, a historic building in McCarthy which 
serves as WMC headquarters. This year-long project 
culminated successfully this fall. The team included Petra 
Wilm of  Ten21 Architecture; Seth Anderson, a structural 
engineer with Arete, LLC; Grant Crosby, a Historical 
Architect who works for the NPS but was volunteering 
independently; Mike Loso, who coordinated the project 
on behalf  of  the Board of  Directors; Jeremy Pataky, 
WMC Executive Director; and WMC seasonal staff  
members. The primary products of  this project include 
as-built drawings of  the HWS and rehabilitation and 
structural drawings with recommendations for treatment.
 We enjoyed other accomplishments during the 
year-long project. We completed a facilities master plan 
that identifies the role of  the HWS in the expanding WMC 
campus. We persuaded Jim Baker, Kennecott Mines NHL 
Project Superintendent, to visit the HWS with a copy 
of  the draft plans and provide his informal comments 
about the best strategy for implementing the structural 
rehabilitation. The architectural team also designed a new 
utility outbuilding to sit on the footprint of  the historic 
garage which is now gone and poorly documented; it will 
house power, water, and other systems for use by HWS 
occupants. And finally, Petra Wilm acquired plans for 
other buildings in our envisioned campus and assembled 
a complete portfolio of  graphically-uniform plans for 
future use with funders or planners.
 The pace of  our anticipated progress toward 
rehabilitation of  the HWS is contextualized by the WMC’s 
capital campaign to purchase property directly adjacent 
to the Hardware Store. We made significant headway in 
our campaign to purchase Porphyry Place, and the final 
plans reflect this vision, which will entail its own gamut 
of  maintenance and adaptation projects. 
 We will not immediately begin a capital campaign 
to execute the new HWS plans, though we look forward 
to getting started on this rehabilitation in the long term. 
In the meantime, ongoing maintenance will be guided by 
these plans so that minor, incremental improvements or 
alterations to the building are completed in a manner that 
will ultimately contribute to the envisioned outcome. ∞



WMC to Manage 
Kennecott Rec Hall

By Jeremy Pataky
 The Recreation Hall within the 

Kennecott National Historic Landmark (KNHL) has been 
an essential community space since its construction during 
the mining days. This icon represents diverse communities—
historic, contemporary, local, and national—and exemplifies 
the positive potential in local/NPS partnership. Unlike other 
restoration projects in KNHL, which constitute “adaptive re-
use,” the Rec Hall was restored to its original use as a space 
dedicated to community purposes. 
 Friends of  Kennicott (FOK), organized in 1988 by 
a diverse group of  historians, miners, local property owners 
and others, was responsible for the vision, advocacy, and 
fundraising behind the initial preservation of  the future 
KNHL. When FOK was formally incorporated as a nonprofit 
in 1990, its first mission was “to preserve, restore and render 
available to the public the historic mine buildings located at 
Kennicott.” FOK subsequently steered through many fiscal 
and administrative hurdles and, simultaneously, conducted 
emergency stabilization and pressed for public acquisition. 
 In 2002, following acquisition, NPS and FOK signed 
an agreement laying the foundation for a future management 
partnership in KNHL, focusing on the Rec Hall.  FOK’s care 
for, investment in, and prioritization of  the Rec Hall was 
framed by two principles: 1) community interests must be well 
represented, and 2) the Rec Hall’s historic role as a community 
facility must be maintained. All parties agreed that a local 
organization would be better positioned to take on the day-
to-day responsibility for community-based use. Restoring the 
Rec Hall was a priority for both NPS and FOK. While NPS 
took over stabilization, FOK raised funds for upgrades and 
special equipment to support community use. From 2003-08, 
FOK managed the community use of  the Rec Hall. 
 The Wrangell Mountains Center (WMC) has long 
been one of  the primary users of  the Rec Hall; we organize 
numerous community and educational events there each year. 
In 2009, we began to assist FOK with their role as manager 
of  non-NPS use of  the space. The last few years have seen 
district, park-wide, and regional levels of  NPS administration 
work to synchronize their efforts with mandates that originate 
in Washington, D.C. This shift, along with a loss of  NPS 
institutional memory about the KNHL, has at times jeopardized 
the precedent-setting public-private partnership and ongoing 
use of  the Rec Hall by non-NPS users. The WMC and FOK 
have consistently advocated for continued community access 

to this important park-owned 
structure, and the WMC 
maintains a willingness to 
continue, and expand, our management 
role. In adherence to that original vision, we have been 
working in conjunction with NPS staff  to answer one 
question: How can we keep the building open for use by 
both the local and visiting publics, as well as the NPS, while 
maintaining compliance with federal rules and policies?  
 The Rec Hall fills an important historical and 
contemporary niche carried through Kennecott’s various 
lives as a company town, a ghost town, a sparsely-inhabited 
ruin, and now as an NPS Landmark and residential 
neighborhood. The building also exemplifies the clear 
support by all involved parties, including Congress, for a 
community-based partnership concept for management of  
KNHL, including one or more public/private partnerships. 
Accordingly, the NPS administrators involved worked 
closely with FOK, eager to partner with nonprofits willing 
to take on certain management responsibilities.  Now, the 
WMC is positioned to accept that partnership role.
 Current NPS rules and policies now require that 
the WMC lease the building directly from the NPS in 
order to manage the public/community use of  the Rec 
Hall. The lease embraces the original partnership strategy 
and will streamline administration of  the building; it will 
enable more advance planning by the public and, for the 
first time, put equal prioritization on community and 
NPS use. The current lease will be applicable only to the 
summer season when WMC has staff  available, although 
off-season community use remains a future goal.  The NPS 
will retain ownership of  the Rec Hall and responsibility 
for its structural integrity and maintenance, while the 
WMC will be responsible for scheduling and managing its 
summertime use. The signed lease agreement is expected 
soon and will be followed shortly by new procedures for 
its use. In the meantime, the 2012 calendar is open, so feel 
free to contact the WMC to discuss events or dates. 
 We are pleased with the NPS’s renewed commitment 
to the original partnership strategy and willingness to serve 
the highest number of  users. The WMC looks forward 
to continuing to enliven the Rec Hall space with our own 
programs and functions, and to serving the larger private 
and public community. If  you have any questions, please 
contact me at 907-244-7717 or by email. ∞  
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Mason Reid Mason Reid

 Jeremy Pataky



5Changes on our Board of  Directors
 Since 1999, Lila Vogt has served generously on our 
Board of  Directors as Treasurer. She has now stepped down 
from the board, and will be sorely missed. Deep thanks for 
your many years of  selfless service and dedication, Lila. 

We have two new board members: welcome! 
 Joey Williams has been visiting the 
Wrangell Mountains for the last 13 years. Her 
first experience with the Wrangell Mountains 
Center was as a student in the Wildlands 
Studies program. She immediately fell in  
love with McCarthy because of  the people, 

its wild beauty, and the strong sense of  community. This 
experience in the Wrangells made her decide to make her 
home in Alaska. She moved to Sitka after graduating from 
the University of  Wisconsin-Madison in 2000. Two years 
later, she took a teaching position with the Anchorage 
School District, where she teaches 3/4 grade in an Open 
Optional program. Recently, she and her husband purchased 
property in Kennicott and are beginning to build a cabin 
there. Joey joined the board last March. She believes the 
Wrangell Mountains Center is an integral part of  what makes 
the Wrangells special and looks forward to becoming more 
involved with the WMC.

 Sally Gibert moved to Alaska in 1974 
after graduating from the University of  
California at Santa Cruz. From 1975-
79 she worked for the Joint Federal-
State Land Use Planning Commission in 
Anchorage on various analyses of  “(d)

(2)” legislation leading up to passage of  the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA). During this 
time period,  she was captivated by McCarthy and the Old 
Hardware Store. She took summers off  to manage work on 
the building and to keep the crew fueled on pancakes. In 
1979 she got the building listed on the National Register 
of  Historic Places and received a small grant to help cover 
supplies. Shortly after Wrangell-St. Elias National Park was 
established, she was able to live in McCarthy year round 
for a few years and get a practical taste of  rural Alaska. 

She also witnessed the sometimes difficult adjustments 
that both park staff  and local residents endured in those 

early days of  the park’s establishment. This combination of  
professional background and real-life experience landed her 
the ANILCA Coordinator position in the Governor’s Office 
in 1984, where she eventually served eight governors over 
27 years. Sally retired in August 2011. She is returning to the 
WMC baord and looks forward to spending more time on 
her personal interests in McCarthy and Kennecott as living 
communities and in local park management issues.  ∞

Heartfelt thanks to our staff  who made the Wrangell 
Mountains Center warm, welcoming, educational, and inspiring 
this summer. You’re amazing! Pictured left to right: Adam Wells, Johanna 
Jackson, Eleanor Jensen, Allison Sayer, Joe Donohue, Robin Child (volunteer-
and-then-some extraordinaire), Jeremy Pataky, Greg Handley. Thanks, too, 
to our numerous other volunteers (listed on pages 11-12) who were 
absolutely invaluable. 
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WMC, Museum, and NPS Partner 
for Centennial Celebration

by Eleanor Jensen
  Members of  the 

Kennecott/McCarthy 
community celebrated 
the Copper River 
Northwestern Railway’s 
centennial in early July 
through numerous 
weekend activities. The 

events were co-sponsored by the McCarthy-Kennicott 
Historical Museum, the National Park Service, and the 
Wrangell Mountains Center. Beautiful summer weather 
helped contribute to many festive and historically 
significant experiences.
 Discovery of  the Bonanza Mine Outcrop in 
1900 started a hard-fought process to make copper 
ore deposits available to the market. Eventually, a 
railroad from Kennecott to Cordova was completed 
in March 1911. The railroad and mine ran until 1938 
and processed nearly $200 million worth of  copper ore. 
Railroad spikes still found along the McCarthy Road are 
reminders of  a pivotal chapter in the area’s geological 
and cultural past.  
 This summer’s events included: a performance 
by the Ahtna Heritage Dancers; the spectacle of  twenty 
vintage and antique cars from Fairbanks and Wasilla; a 
pancake breakfast at the WMC, which was a fundaiser for 
the museum; a slide show presentation by Jim Edwards 
about his life in the valley; presentations by Ranger Dan 
Lefler and Park Historian Geoff  Bleakley on railroad 
construction and its regional significance; a reenactment 
of  driving in a copper spike near the Kennecott Mill 
Building; a reception at the Kennicott Glacier Lodge; 
and a period-dress block party in McCarthy. ∞                            

William Van Vleet

April Bederman
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Adding to Teacher Toolboxes
By Lilly Goodman-Allwright 
 Why is that group of  people crawling 
blindfolded along the spongy, mossy forest floor? 
Don’t they know that they might bump into a pile of  
coyote scat, touch a slimy morel, or fall on a squirrel 
midden? You may have pondered these questions 
this summer if  you had happened to run into the 
eight intrepid participants of  the Natural History 
Workshop for Educators. However, they would 
have quickly explained that such close encounters 
with nature were exactly the goal. This “blind walk” 
(an idea originally presented by Joseph Cornell) was 
the culminating activity of  this 2 ½-day course that 
introduced educators to exciting and innovative 
techniques designed to engage youth in the natural 
world.  
 Having brimmed their cups with new natural 
history information, the visiting educators were 
ready for the next one in a line-up of  two back-to-
back one-credit workshops. Yupik storyteller Jack 
Dalton, in Telling Alaska’s Stories, exercised his skills 
to inspire creative juices in the twelve enthusiastic 
participants. Whether taking the perspective of  
an ancient talking building, a singing rock, or a 
frustrated mosquito, workshop participants found 
themselves weaving their own spicy flavors into 
captivating lessons on natural and human history.  
 Do you wish you had been there, too? Let 
us know, and we’ll do it again! In the meantime, 
think about the Changing Landscapes Workshop 
in May 2012—where you can add to your place-
based tool-kit and learn how to teach about Alaska’s 
geology and geomorphology. Targeted at educators, 
the workshop is open to all interested participants. 
More into the human-side of  things? The History 
of  Kennecott and McCarthy is also tentatively 
scheduled for the same time period. Stay tuned for 
details! ∞

6
Natural History Field Sketching

By Eleanor Jensen
 Artist and instructor Kristin Link’s journal pages 
undoubtedly emit a sense of  place. She uses observational 
drawing and descriptive language to explain and understand her 
location within a surrounding environment. Kristin taught and 
shared this perspective with participants in the WMC’s Natural 
History Field Sketching & Journaling Workshop, July 15-17.  
 The field-based course employed exercises that studied 
the Wrangell’s particular landscape. Science and art combined 
in our sketchbooks as we worked to document the natural 
world. The workshop—in harmony with the WMC’s efforts—
was about the practice of  observing and articulating ideas 
about what we see. Watch for registratoin details our wesbite 
sometime after the New Year for the 2012 course. ∞
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WMC & Partners Bring 
Programming to Copper Center

by Lilly Goodman-Allwright
 What do Copper Valley Electric, Copper Valley Telecom, 
Wells Fargo Bank, the National Park Service, Wrangell Institute for 
Science and the Environment, Copper River Watershed Project, 
Copper Valley Development Association and Ahtna Heritage 
Foundation all have in common? If  you were in Copper Center 
last June, you might know the answer. Besides being local to 
the Copper Valley (sorry no prize for that guess), the eight local 
organizations all partnered with the Wrangell Mountains Center’s 
efforts to organize an exciting cultural event in Copper Center 
—a performance by Yupik storyteller Jack Dalton. A professional 
storyteller, actor, writer, and teacher, Dalton has been honored 
by the World Indigenous Peoples’ Conference on Education as a 
Distinguished Dignitary and is considered by many, indigenous and 
non-native alike, to be “The Storyteller”. An enthusiastic multi-
generational Copper Basin audience learned why during an inspiring 
performance of  Dalton’s now-famous creation tale. The storyteller 
also roused a packed McCarthy crowd in the Old Hardware store 
during a public storytelling event, initiated by the Storytelling 
workshop for Educators. 
 Besides being thrilled to bring rich cultural programming 
to the Copper Basin, WMC was delighted with the opportunity 
to team up with so many local organizations. We look forward to 
more opportunities to join together with regional partners to 
serve our community. Thank you Copper Basin! ∞



7
Weekly Nature Walks 
The WMC began offering weekly nature walks on Friday afternoons 
this summer. Intern Johanna Jackson, who came to work for the 
WMC after two years with the Park Service in Kennecott, was in 
charge of  the program. Her regular nature walks focused most 
heavily on plant life visible along the Clear Creek 
trail. The walks began at the Hardware Store and 
usually went up Clear Creek toward the glacier 
toe. Johanna’s weekly walks were supplemented 
by specialist walks led by guest instructors as 
part of  the “Wrangell Mountain Walks” program. 

This year’s guest instructors included Mark Vail (birding); Jessica 
Speed (“Birding by Ear” evening skills workshop and subsequent 
morning birding walk); Bill Morris (“Bees and Bluebells”/plant 
pollination); and Barry Hecht (moraines and glaciology), all of  

which were well attended. These weekly nature walks cost 
$5 or were free to members, and they attracted tourists and 
locals alike. We hope to continue this program next year.∞

Wrangellia: The Art of  Breakup 
By Jeremy Pataky 
 Last winter’s WMC fundraiser was an ambitious art-based collaboration with the now-defunct Trailer Arts Center’s MTS 
Gallery in Anchorage. The Anchorage Community Land Trust controlled the space which hosted the MTS Gallery for nearly six years 
before the building was slated for demolition. The gallery was known throughout the arts community for its diverse array of  quality 
exhibits and performances. “Wrangellia: The Art of  Breakup” served as both the opening reception for 
the space’s final art exhibit and as a fundraiser for the WMC. It featured Anchorage-based and statewide 
artists who contributed their work in celebration of  the gallery and in support of  the WMC.
 The evening event was multi-faceted. It included a Wrangells-focused photography exhibit by 
Sarah Davies, a community art wall, and a silent and live auction. The live auction involved the work 
of  Alvin Amason, Margaret Hugi-Lewis, Erin Pollock & Stephanie Kese, Linda Enfante Lyons, Craig 
Updegrove, Ted Kincaid, and Angela Ramirez. Their art pieces were painted or installed on the gallery 
walls, cut from the building after the auction, and sent home with the winners with a “Certificate of  
Authenticity” marked on the back to prove its worth as an actual piece of  the MTS Gallery and Alaskan 
art history.  
 WMC Board President, Howard Mozen, spoke to the mixed crowd of  Anchorage-area artists, art fans, and WMC supporters. 
Live music, a no-host bar, and TapRoot catering helped fuel a vibrant and memorable event. The generosity and talent of  the involved 
artists and patrons, Bruce Farnsworth and Sarah Davies, and the many volunteers who made it an enjoyable evening, a successful 
fundraiser, and an excellent opportunity for expanding WMC awareness. Stay tuned for details on our spring event in Anchorage.∞
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Research in the Wrangells
 The WMC supported a variety of  research in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park again this summer. WMC staff  member 
Greg Handley spent a week at a remote field site assisting researchers from UAA’s Environment and Natural Resources Institute for 
the project “Melting Ice, Habitat Change, and Nutrient Flux: Hydrological, Biogeochemical and Biological Linkages between the 
Copper River Watershed and the Coastal Gulf  of  Alaska.” We lent modest logistical support to UAF’s Tim Bartholomaus’ ongoing 
glaciological work in Icy Bay, Barry Hecht’s geological research, and Leif  Anderson’s work on glacial melt; Anderson is a grad student 
at University of  Colorado at Boulder. 
 We also hosted Margot Higgins, who writes: “Thank you WMC for supporting the first season of  my field research in the 
summer of  2011, which included over 65 interviews in the community. By (re)tracing the stories that people have told about the local 
ecology and human history in WRST, my dissertation examines the complex relationship between park residents and the federal 
government, the flora and fauna, and the area’s mining and post-mining history. I am particularly interested in 
the ways that a diversity of  people have articulated the ecological and sociological features of  WRST, through 
archival research that involves oral histories, documents related to the mining era, inventories that were used 
for the establishment of  the Park, and management documents. My research also identifies and analyzes the 
management dilemmas in WRST by taking a critical look at the present revisions process surrounding the 
Kennicott Operations Plan, WRST management history, and negotiations for the establishment of  the Park. 
By examining the trajectory of  people’s experience in WRST before and after the arrival of  the NPS, I look 
at how participating in NPS processes has shaped the experience of  Natives and non-Natives, and how the 
community’s involvement, knowledge, and experience has shaped NPS projects in the region.” Big thanks are 
due to Margot for her generous volunteerism during her tenure in the valley. 
 We look forward to improving our capacity for research assistance and support through our expansion, 
and to providing many outreach opportunities for scientists and researchers in the Wrangell-St. Elias region. ∞ 

Above: Old timer Jim Edwards 
tell stories of  his life in the 
Kennicott Valley during a Root 
Glacier day hike. Margot lived 
at Beaver Creek in one of  Jim’s 
cabins during her first summer of  
research in McCarthy. 
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Creative Writing Program Expands
By Jeremy Pataky
 The WMC’s annual Wrangell Mountains Writing Workshop, 
founded 14 years ago by Program Director Nancy Cook, has provided 
wonderful opportunities for local, Alaskan, and national writers to study 
their craft and draft new original work in the gorgeous mountain setting of  
McCarthy-Kennecott.  Featuring a variety of  nationally-recognized visiting 
writers, the workshop has run at capacity nearly every year since 1996. 
 Building on that success, the WMC expanded its literary arts offerings 
this year to include two summer writing workshops for the first time: one in 
creative nonfiction and another in poetry.  The established Wrangell Mountains 
Writing Workshop, July 24-30, featured essayist and environmental philosopher, 
Kathleen Dean Moore, working with quilt artist and board member Maria 
Shell and Nancy Cook, to present the theme “Wild Comfort”. The all-new 
Wrangell Mountains Poetry Workshop, August 11-18, featured visiting faculty 
member, Elizabeth Bradfield, with Jeremy Pataky, Program Director and 
WMC Executive Director, presenting the theme “Splendor and Slag: Towards 
an Honest Conversation with Place”. Bradfield is the author of  Interpretive 
Work and Approaching Ice, and is the founding editor of  Broadsided Press. 
 The poetry workshop included writing circles and craft 
talks; group and individual workshops; public readings; a tour of  the 
historic Kennecott Mill Building and a Root Glacier hike; writing 
exercises at the McCarthy-Kennicott Historical Museum; an open-
to-the-public literary open mic event; and a closing gala and reading. 
 Another exciting component was a collaborative public art project that 
dovetailed with the writing and discussions surrounding the workshop’s theme. 
This public art piece commemorates McCarthy and Kennecott before and during 
the writing workshop, and serves as a gift to the community to enjoy and stimulate 
thought in the following years. Three panels representing three different ways 
of  viewing the towns were created and permanently installed—thanks to the 
generosity of  store owner Neil Darish—in an outdoor exhibit on the McCarthy 
Center’s storefront. The text on each panel came from three different sources: 
writing produced during the Wrangell Mountains Poetry Workshop; stories, 
poems, and songs from community members participating in a public word 
jam held at the WMC; and official National Park Service documents, tourism 
literature, and Wikipedia. Word choice and orientation on the panels was created 
by entering text into a “word-cloud” generating computer program. The fifty 
most common words were randomly arranged; words that occurred more often 
appeared larger. The WMC invites the community and visitors to enjoy the 
associations and the chance to consider what this place inspires. Only two words 
are repeated on all three panels, and we leave it to you to discover them.  ∞
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The Wrangell Mountains Writing Workshop is pleased to present a cross-genre workshop with novelist Justin Torres entitled: 
“Walking the Great Divide” from August 12-18, 2012. Torres was in residence at the WMC in 2011 for one month as a United 
States Artists/Rasmuson Foundation Alaska Artist in Residence. In his critically acclaimed debut novel, We the Animals, Torres 
borrows from his personal experience to create fiction that often reads like prose poetry. In this week-long workshop, poets, 
fiction, and nonfiction writers will walk the often overemphasized divide that exists between literary genres. When asked why 
he chose to fictionalize his story instead of  writing a memoir, Torres explains how “the poetic language, rhythm, and imagery” 
of  fiction allowed him access to emotional truths that would not have been as profound otherwise. Praised for breathing new 
life into a tired form, Torres’ prose is often described as lyrical, and together we will learn how his process with fiction emulates 
the poet’s craft: with careful attention to the repetition and the placement of  each word. For writers of  fiction, memoir, poetry 
or all of  the above, this weeklong, intimate workshop promises to revivify the writer’s craft. Stay tuned for more workshop and 
registration details on our website in the new year, as well as details on the second Wrangell Mountians Poetry Workshop.    
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A Stitch in Time
by Maria Shell 
 As part of  the Centennial Celebration commemorating 
the completion of  the CRNW Railway, the WMC partnered with 
McCarthy-Kennicott Historical Museum to create a kids’ time 
capsule.
 Fifteen children—both locals and visitors—joined Maria 
Shell, Ann Dure, and Mark Vail for an afternoon of  learning 
what it was like to be a kid in the Wrangells a hundred years 
ago. The event started at the museum. From there we took a 
journey through time. Mark Vail shared with the children stories 
about kids who grew up in downtown McCarthy, and Maria Shell 
gave a tour of  her family’s cabin which was originally built by a 
McCarthy gold miner for his family back in the 1920s. 
 After the history lesson, the children gathered at the WMC 
to record some history of  their own. Each participant wrote 
their personal story of  what it’s like for them to be in McCarthy 
in 2011. These stories included drawings and photographs of  
each of  them. All the documents, along with the June McCarthy 
Area Council meeting minutes and the July-August edition of  the 
Wrangell-St. Elias News were packaged up in an old bear canister 
and stored under the museum to be opened up in 20 years. 
 The participants enjoyed the time capsule program 
so much that we plan to continue to partner on this project. 
Each year we will have a guest historian who spent time in the 
Wrangells when they were young. Next year’s guest will be Zach 
Barrett. He plans to show the kids all the fun things he did when 
he spent his summers in McCarthy as a child. The participating 
youth will share their own stories and their stories, drawings, and 
photographs will be collected and stored at the museum so that 
future generations might have a glimpse at what it was like to be 
a kid in McCarthy at the beginning of  the 21st century. ∞

Mountain Arts for Youth Summer Program
by Lara Applebaum
 The Mountain Arts for Youth Program kicked off  in early June with 
Monte Montepare’s Theatre in the Woods workshop. Participants were engaged in 
a variety of  improvisational skits that explored our relationship with the natural 
world. Later that month, Mark Vail discussed the history of  felting and shared his 
felting techniques. Each participant was able to make a felt ball to take home.
 In July, Maria Shell led local and visiting youth on a time capsule 
adventure. The group met at the McCarthy-Kennecott museum and took walking 
tour to explore what life was like for children of  McCarthy’s past. The group then 
contributed their own time capsule mementos for the future children of  McCarthy 
to discover.  
 Valdez artist Heidi Franke shared her enthusiasm for the subtleties of  nature during a sunny July afternoon of  field 
sketching and watercolor painting. Kris Gregory concluded our summer season with her fifth annual block printing workshop; a 
popular event for children of  all ages.
 A huge thanks to all of  the artists who generously shared their time and talents with our community and visitors to our 
valley! We look forward to another summer of  fun and creativity! ∞                            
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checks by mail, and we have also established a 
secure, online FirstGiving website specifically 
for Porphyry Place fundraising. We hope to 
raise $30,000 through this site with your help—
and no donation is too small to be helpful. 
Check it out at http://www.firstgiving.com/
wrangellmountainscenter/porphyry-place.
 The establishment of  Porphyry Place 
will mark a new chapter in WMC history. It will 
take time and care to properly adapt the site to 
its new life as part of  an educational institute. 
We anticipate very limited programming, there, 
during 2012, with a phased-in renovation and 
increase in activity occurring over the following 
two years. The addition of  Porphyry Place to the 
WMC will benefit the region and the landscapes 
and communities of  Alaska and beyond by 
helping to meet the growing need for community 
and educational programming. But first we must 
reach our full goal of  $250,000. 
 If  you have not yet contributed to this 
campaign, act now by making a donation in any 
amount. And if  you have already donated, thank 
you! We are grateful for the widespread support 
which is transmuting from dream to reality the 
vision of  expanding our programing while 
honoring Ed and Meg’s dedication to education, 
scientific research, sustainability, and the arts. 
Every gift brings us closer to our goal, and we 
hope you will accept this invitation to first join 
us in meeting the final 20% of  our campaign goal 
and then, again, in celebrating that momentous 
occasion. ∞   

Porphyry continued from page 1



2011 SUPPORTING MEMBERS - General Fund
$1-49: Anonymous, Lara Applebaum, Terry Blosser, Chris Danford, 
Natalie Dawson, Carol Harding, Genevieve Holubik, Chandra 
Howard, David Kessler, Katey Schultz, Katharine Tomalty, Erica 
Byerley, Scott Clendaniel, Bob Adler, Justin Auld, Mark & Emily Bass, 
Dawn Biddison, Amanda Blake, Jon Campbell, Chandra Christenson, 
Elizabeth Crandall,  Jenny Edwards, David & Stay Foshee, Terry & 
Dee Frady, Leslie Gustave-Vigil, Bradley Hoessle & Hillary Ross, Dave 
Hollis, Daire Kalmes, Darrell Kaufman, Eileen Kiera, Ruth Kirk, Tom 
Kizzia, Bonnie Kragt, Marie Lastafka, Andrew Mackie, Shawn Olson, 
Allison Sayer, Natalie Schuldt, Pete Senty & Michelle Latvala, Kacir 
Sidney, Jessica Speed, Grey Streveler, Joseph Sullivan, Dave Syren, 
Megan Von Boeckman, Dave & Gay Wellman, Robert Wesson & Gayle 
Gordon, Leigh Lubin, Mark Luttrell & Ann Ghicadus, Paul Boos & 
Janelle Eklund, Kenda Chapman, Ashley Clark, Doris Thurston
$50-99: Steve & Jane Allenson, Anonymous, Corey Belt, Mike & 
Christine Bergholtz, Dirk Carroll, Sarah Davies, Edward Berg, Louie 
& Kelly Busalacchi, Bryan & Erin Campbell, Charles Carroll, Copper 
River Watershed Project, Copper Valley Development Association, 
Joe Donohue, Bob Dittrick & Lisa Moorehead, Cliff  Eames & Ruth 
McHenry, Heidi Franke, Megan Gahl, Dale Gardner, Todd Haferkamp, 
Chuck Hawley, Harrison Construction, Blake Harrison, Bruce James, 
Meg Jensen, Vincenza Marrari, Craig Matkin & Eva Saulitis, Demian 
McKinley, Ralph & Ann Mendershausen, David Mitchell, Milt Mozen, 
Michael Mumm, Sharon Pataky, Rich & Megan Richotte, Jon & Blanka 
Shaw, John Teare & Kitty Reichert, John & Barbara Rice, Douglas 
Yates, Leif  Mjos & Imogen Daly, Marshall Neeck & Vicki Snitzler, 
Wells Fargo Bank 
$100-249: Guy Adema, Michael Allwright & Lilly Goodman-Allwright, 
Tim Bartholomaus & Sophie Gilbert, Melissa Blair, Judy Cook, Alicia 
Davis, Scott Dixon, Patt Garrett, Jason Geck & Joey Williams, Steve 
Goudreau & Sara Irwin, Polli Hamlin, Stephens & Tamara Harper, 
Matt Heavner, Chris Helmer, Stephanie Hoag, Regine Hock, Copper 
Valley Electric Association, Inc.; Christine Johnson, Ray Kreig, Marta 
Krynytzky, Lohse Family, Mike & Karen Loso, Bruce Richardson, 
Allen Ross, Tim Ross & Joan Fryxell, Benjamin Spiess, Julie Elliot, Dan 
& Robinn Magid, Frank & Kathleen Dean Moore, Richard Norgaard 
& Nancy Rader, Bill O’Connell, Alan Pearlman & Gail Bass, Danny 
& Arlene Rosenkrans, Ben Shaby, Robert Lee Smith, Barbie Steps, D. 
Sundberg & Kelly Krieger, Crosby Grant & Petra Wilm, Steve & Linda 
Malone, Lila Vogt, Gregg & Shirley Wheatland, Chuck & Sara Yates, 
Olaf  Zerbock, Scott Zhu
$250-499: Agnew & Beck Consulting LLC, Bob & Suzanne Anderson, 
Ben & Donna Ciampa, St. Elias Alpine Guides, Jim and Audrey 
Edwards, J Chris & Linda Moscone, Cynthia Schafer c/o Cindy Mann, 
Jan Rubin, Walt Tague & Maria Shell
$500-999: Margot Higgins, Jerrold Mitchell, Howard Mozen & 
Elizabeth Schafer, Dick Mylius & Sally Gibert, Erin Pollock, Stephen 
Thompson & Keira Armstrong, Pamela Thompson, National Park 
Service
$1000+: James & Ann Johnston
$2500+: Barry Hecht, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, United 
States Artists, Inc.
$5000+: John & Tana Bosshard, Ben Shaine & Marci Thurston-Shaine
$10,000+: Anonymous, Rasmuson Foundation

WMC SCHOLARSHIP FUND DONORS
John Bosshard, James & Ann Johnston

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS
These organizations provided support this year or in past years 

in ways that are still apparent ~ thank you!
Ahtna Heritage Foundation

Alaska State Council on the Arts
Copper Valley Development Association

Copper Valley Electric
Copper Valley Telecom

MTS Gallery / Trailer Arts Center
Rasmuson Foundation

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
State of  Alaska 

State of  Alaska Historic Preservation Office
Wells Fargo Bank

Wrangell Institute for Science and Environment (WISE)
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve                       

PORPHYRY PLACE CAMPAIGN DONORS
$1-49: Nancy Adams; Mark, Emily, & Ross Bass; Tyler Boyes, Dirk 
Carroll, Tineke Carroll, Greg Handley, Kimberly Hazel, Betty Horn, 
Ani Kame’enui, Julie Keniry, Ruth Kirk, Sandra Kleven, Leigh Lubin, 
Carolyn Kremers, Kirsten Richardson & Jeremy Cohen, Kevin Smith, 
Lisa Smith, Katey Schultz, Allison Sayer, Doris Thurston, Larry & 
Carolyn Mastin; Gabriel, Cecilia & Zachary Mellinger; Alison Mitchell, 
Paula Mozen, Dan & Marcia Myers; New North Consulting, LLC; 
Katey Schultz, Lisa Smith, Val Van Brocklin, Laura Wentworth & 
Cristian Streeter, Chuck Wexler
$50-99: Anonymous, Anne Bunn, Tim Bartholomaus & Sophie 
Gilbert, Brendan Bonnett & Meg O’Mullane, Dawn Breese, Todd 
Bureau, Carmen Costas Malvar, Robin Child, Dirk Carroll, Martin 
Dodge, Ananda Foley, Lee Sable Freund, Benjamin Gardner, Benjamin 
Gardner, Tianbo Han, Todd Haferkamp, Polli Hamlin, Matt Heavner, 
Stephanie Hille, Steve & Anita Kaplan, David Kroodsma, Ann 
Marie Larquier, Craig Matkin & Eva Saulitis, Sean McCain, Carol 
Michal, Molly Mylius, Shawn Olson, Sharon Pataky, Angie Rickwalt, 
Tim Riedell, Christopher Rose, Kristin Smith, Leigh Stearns, Rauth 
Household, Cindy Thieman, Meghan Piercy, Marshall Neeck & Vicki 
Snitzler, Scott Zhu
$100-199: Stephen & Christie Anastasia, Rosemary Austin, Court 
Ballinger, Richard Becker, Corey Belt, Joe & Sue Bemben, Elizabeth 
Chicken, Michelle Crew, Mike Dixon, Cliff  Eames & Ruth McHenry, 
Cynthia Schafer, Neil Darish, Bob Dittrick & Lisa Moorehead, Mike 
Dixon, Michael & Marilyn Egans, Rahel Elran, Richard & Katherine 
Fournier, Jason Geck & Joey Williams, Brent Hecht, Chris Helmer, 
John Herge & Chris Chopyak, Margot Higgins, Dave Hollis, Aleria 
Jensen, Christine Johnson, Kaci Kyler, Bob & Marge Magee, Richard 
& Helen McCammon, McCarthy Co. Inc., Dave McIvor & Hollie 
Johnson, Charles & Marie Morrison, Jeremy Pataky, Mary Pinney, Sue 
Pope, Charles Raymond, Tim Ross & Joan Fryxell, Jessica Speed, Dom 
Snyers, Walt & Sue Tague, Wendell Tangborn, Jules & Peg Tileston, 
Jessie Fries-Kraemer, Lila Vogt
$200-499: Guy Adema, Gary & Katherine Bartholomaus, Will & Thea 
Bembem, Chris & Molly Boyes, Martin Dodge, John Fritz & Cindy 
Hendel, Ceacy Henderson, Nysha Oren Nelson, Tom Kizzia, Thomas 
Luster, Katherine Sayer, Robert Lee Smith, William Paterson, Rich & 
Megan Richotte, Frank Soos & Margo Klass, Jared Steyaert, Dave Syren, 
Tim Bartholomaus & Sophie Gilbert, Minot Maser, Dianne Milliard, 
Pete Senty & Michelle Latvala, Nathaniel Wilder, Olaf  Zerbock
$500-999: Carl & Ruth Benson, Sarah Davies, Pat Doak, Mary Ellen 
Shields, Michael Allwright & Lilly Goodman-Allwright, David Mitchell, 

A Million Thanks to our Supporters!
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Board of  Directors & Advisory Board



Yes, I want to facilitate understanding, appreciation, and stewardship
of wildlands and mountain culture in Alaska TODAY!

Name_______________________________ Email___________________________
 
 Summer Address_____________________________________________________

 Winter Address_______________________________ Phone__________________
Membership Support Level

        $15 Student/Senior    $25-99 Individual       $100-249       $250-350 
      $365 Dollar-a-day      $400-749        $750-$999      $1000-$1499

 $1500+ Lifetime Member
 $ Other

Please hand-deliver this form to the Old Hardware Store in McCarthy 
or mail along with a check or money order to:

Wrangell Mountains Center, PO Box 142972, Anchorage AK  99514-2972 

Wrangell Mountain Air, Chuck & Sara Yates
$1000-1999: Agnew & Beck Consulting LLC, Ben Ciampa, Nancy 
Cook, Bob & Sunny Cook, Sam & Kris Gregory, Dan Doak & 
Alexandra Rose, Paul Dungan & Jenny Carroll, Patt Garrett, Stephens 
& Tamara Harper, William & Anne Harrison, Barry Hecht, Mike & 
Karen Loso, Peter Mjos & Karen Ruud, Howard Mozen & Elizabeth 
Schafer, Susan Pizitz, John & Barbara Rice, Nancy Simmerman, Walt 
Tague & Maria Shell, Stephen Thompson & Keira Armstrong, John 
Watson & Donna Weagel, Paul Winkel & Sherry Eckrich, Charles 
O’Neill & Lyn Plomaritis, Mark Vail, Bea Van Horne, Marc Wilhelm
$2000-3999: Bob & Suzanne Anderson, Barrett Family, John & 
Tana Bosshard, Kara Bucci, Ben & Donna Ciampa, Judy Cook, Julie 
Elliott, Jonny Gray & Craig Gingrich-Philbrook, Dick Mylius & Sally 
Gibert, Ben Shaine & Marci Thurston-Shaine
$4000-5000: Boreal Wilderness Alaska, Dan Doak & Alexandra 
Rose, James & Ann Johnston, Bill Morris, Milt Mozen
$20,000: Anonymous, McCarthy Area Council  
$70,000: State of  Alaska

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR IN-KIND DONORS, 
VOLUNTEERS, and PARTNERS

Alaska Geographic, Kate Alexander, Alvin Amuson, Leif  Anderson, 
Lara Applebaum, Seth Anderson & Arete LLC, B*Star, Jim Baker, 
Kelly & Natalie Bay, Pat Belt, Melissa Blair, Terry Blosser, Tyler 
Boyes, Betsy Bradbury, Elizabeth Bradfield, Bill Brody, Bryan & 
Erin Campbell, David Cheezem, Robin Child, Scott Clendaniel & 
Maria Benner, David Conner, Mary Convey, Nancy Cook, Bob & 
Sunny Cook, Katherin Coons, Copper Oar, Copper River Watershed 
Project, Copper Valley Development Association,  Copper Valley 
Telecom, Grant Crosby & Petra Wilm, Hana Crouch, Currant Ridge 
Cabins, Jack Dalton, Neil Darish, Sarah Davies, Joe Donohue, Ann 
Dure, Erica Edmonds, UAA Environment & Natural Resources 
Institute (ENRI), Bruce Farnsworth, Fire Island Rustic Bakeshop, 
Fireweed Mountain Arts and Terry & Dee Frady, O’Hara Fleming, 
Heidi Franke, Patt Garrett, Jason Geck & Joey Williams, Sally Gibert, 
Glacier View Campground, Mariana Gonzalez, Lynn Grams, Jonny 
Gray, Kris Gregory, Ian Gyori, Greg Handley, Carol Harding, Tamara 
& Stephens Harper, Barry Hecht, Rebecca Helkenn, Mary Hertert, 
Margot Higgins, Larry Hoare, Loren Holmes, Dave Hollis, Margaret 

Hugi-Lewis, Meg Hunt, Johanna Jackson, Bruce James, Eleanor 
Jensen, Tomas Jensen, Christine Johnson, Rick Jurick, Melissa Heuer, 
Meg Hunt, Kaladi Brothers Coffee, Nabil Kashyap, Kennicott Arts 
Guild, Kennicott Glacier Lodge, Kennicott Wilderness Guides, Rick 
& Bonnie Kenyon, Mike & Steph Kese, Ted Kincaid, Sandra Kleven, 
Marta Krynytzky, Braden Kuhlman, Janet Levin, Didier Lindsey, 
Mike & Karen Loso, Linda Enfante Lyons, Karen Mager,  Andrew 
Mackie, Vared Mares, Enzina Marrari, Minot Maser, Sean McCain, 
McCarthy Area Council, McCarthy-Kennicott Historical Museum, 
Marchéta McCarthy, Bill McKinney, Midnight Sun Brewery, Brita 
Mjos, Leif  Mjos & Imogen Daly, “Tanker” Mike Monroe, Monte 
Montepare, Moose’s Tooth & Bear Tooth, Bill Morris, Howard 
Mozen & Elizabeth Schafer, Sierra Murdoch, Murie Science and 
Learning Center, Michael Mumm, Molly Mylius, National Parks 
Conservation Association, National Park Service,  Bill O’Connell, 
Shawn Olson, Jeremy Pataky, Lindsey Pepper, Tony Perelli & Becky 
King, Erin Pollock, Tailor Made Pizza Wagon, Lyn Plomaritis, The 
Potato, Angela Ramirez, Rasmuson Foundation, John & Barbara 
Rice, Kirin Riddell & Family, Rowland Family, Duke Russell, Earl 
Sanders, Mike Santos, Allison Sayer, Kayla Scholl, Jean Shadrach, 
Ben & Marci Shaine, Maria Shell & Walt Tague, Andy & Cynthia 
Shidner, Kathy Smith, Snow City Café, Jessica Speed, St. Elias Alpine 
Guides, Jared Steyaert, Todd Stoeberl, Dru Sorenson (Goldie), Jim 
Sweeney, Ten21 Architecture, Alayne Tetor, Pamela Thompson, 
Patrick Tomco, Justin Torres, Craig Updegrove, Mark Vail, Lila Vogt, 
Mark Wacht, Jeff  Welker, Adam Wells, Nathaniel Wilder & Nathaniel 
Wilder Photography, Wrangell Mountain Air, Wrangell Institute for 
Science and Environment, Wrangell-St. Elias National Park, Wrangell 
St. Elias News, Mel Zhang, and Rommel Zulueta. 

 

Digital projector 
Satellite phone

Backpacking tents
Bicycles

Bicycle trailers
Bicycle repair stand

Mt. bike tires and tubes
Canning jars

Crampons and ice axes
Nice pots and pans

Art supplies
MegaMid/BetaMid tent

If  you would like to give new or used items that will directly 
enhance our effectiveness, we could really use the following items... 

WMC Wishlist

To contribute any of  the above items directly, or to make a donation toward 
the purchase of  one of  the above, contact jeremy@wrangells.org



Wrangell Mountains Center
PO Box 142972
Anchorage AK  99514-2972
www.wrangells.org

Prefer to save paper by receiving 
an electronic Herald instead? 

Let us know at info@wrangells.org

Watch our website for details on 
our 2012 program lineup, which will include: 

• Gardening Workshop (May, dates TBA)
• Changing Landscapes Natural History Workshop with Lilly 

Goodman-Allwright (June 2-4)
• UAF Geophysical Institute’s International Summer School 

in Glaciology (June 10-20)
• Alaska Wildlands Studies field course (June 22-August 10)
• Kids Making History program (July 3)
• Plein Art Painting with Linda Enfante Lyons (dates TBA)
• Wrangell Mountains Writing Workshop with Justin Torres & 

Nancy Cook (August 12-18)
• Natural History Field Sketching and Journaling with Kristin 

Link (dates TBA)
• Science Learning Camp for Youth (dates TBA)
• Wrangell Mountain Songwriters Workshop with Michelle 

McAfee & Robin Child (end of  June, dates TBA)
• Nature Photography with Michael Quinton (dates TBA)
• Creative Cloth Workshop with Maria Shell (dates TBA)
• Canning and Preserving with Mark Vail (dates TBA)
• Tall Tales Storytelling Contest & Silent Auction (Aug 25)
• Mountain Arts for Youth Series 
• Summer Arts and Lectures Series
• Wrangell Mountain Nature Walks Series
• and much more

www.wrangells.org

W
ill

iam
 V

an
 V

lee
t

N
at

ha
ni

el 
W

ild
er

Jer
em

y P
at

ak
y


